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Firſt, What is implied in being almoſt, 
| Secondly, What in being altogether a Chriſtian, * 


1. 1. Now, in the being almoſt a Chriſtian is im- 
plied, firft, Heathen Honeſty, No one, I ſuppoſe, 
will make any queſtion of this; eſpecially ſince by 

Heathen Honeſty here, 1 mean, not that which is 
recommended in the writings of their philoſophers 
only, but ſuch as the common Heathens expected 
of one another, and many of them actually prac- _ 
tiſed. By the rules of this they were taught, that 
they ought not to be unjuſt; not to take away their 
neighbour's goods, either by robbery or theft: not 
to oppreſs the poor, neither to uſe extortion toward 
any; not to cheat or over-reach either the poor or 
rich, in whatſoever commerce they had with them: 
to defraud no man of his right, and if it were poſ- 
ſible, to owe no man any thing. Es 

2. Again, the common Heathens allowed, that 
ſome regard was to be paid to Truth, as well as to 
Juſtice, And accordingly, they not only held him 
in abomination, who was forſworn, who called God 
to witneſs. to a lye; but him alſo who was known 
to be a flanderer of his neighbour, who fallely ac- 
cuſed any man, And indeed little better did they 
eſteem wilful liars of any ſort, accounting them the 
diſgrace of human kind, and the peſts of focietics. _ 


| 
'# 
= 
Z 25 


* 
3. Yet again, there was a fort of love and affift- 
ance which they expected one from another. They 
expected whatever. aſſiſtance any one could give 


another without prejudice to himſelf. And this they 
extended not only to thoſe little offices of huma- 
nity, which are performed without any expence or 
labour; but likewiſe to the feeding the hungry, if 


they had food to ſpare, the clothing the naked 


vwith their own ſuperfluous raiment; and in general 


the giving to any that needed, ſuch things as they 
needed not themſelves, Thus far (in the loweſt ac- 


count of it) Heathen Honeſty went, the firſt thing 
implied in the being almoſt a Chriſtian. 


II. 4. A ſecond thing implied in the being alf 
4 Chrijtian, is the having the form of godlineſs, of 


that eee which is preſcribed in the goſpel of 
Chri 


; the having the outſide of a real Chriſtian. 
ee the almoſt Chriſtian does nothing which 
the goſpel forbids. He taketh not the name of God 
in vain; he bleſieth and curſeth not; he ſweareth' 
not at all, but his communication is, Yea, yea; Nay, 


_ nay. He er not the day of the Lord, nor ſuf- 
fers it to 


e profaned, even by the ſtranger that is 
within his gates. He not only avoids all actual 


Adultery, Fornieation, and Uncleanneſs, but every 
word or look, that either directly or indirectly 


tends thereto; nay, and all idle words, abſtaining 
Both from all detraQtion, backbiting, tale-bearing, 
Evil-ſpeaking, and from all fooliſh talking and jeſt- 
Ig, Eura, a kind of virtue in the Heathen 

oraliſt's account. Briefly, from all converſation 
that is not good to the uſe of edifying, and that con- 
ſequently grieves the holy Spirit of God, whereby we 


. are ſealed to the day of redemption. 


3. He abſtains from Wine wherein is exceſs, from 
revellings and gluttony. He avoids, as much as 


in him lies, all ftrife and contention, conti- 


nually ps dis to live peaceably with all 
men, And if he ſuffer wrong, he avengeth not 


Himſtglf, neither returns evil for evil. He is no 


railer, no brawler, no ſcoffer, either at the faults 
or infirmities of his neighbour, He does not 
EF ty Te en, of - willingly 


ü bg) | 
willingly wrong, hurt, or grieve any man, but 
in all things atts and ſpeaks by that plain rule, 
| Whatfoever thou wouldſt not he ſhould do unto thee, 
that do not thou to another. © | 6 
6. And in doing good, he does not confine 
| Himſelf to cheap and eaſy offices of kindneſs, 
but labours and ſuffers for the profit of many, 
that by all means he may help ſome in ſpite of 
| toil or pain. Whatſoever his hand findeth to do, 
he doth it with all his might: whether it be for 
his friends or for his enemies, for the evil or for 
the good. For, being not flothful in this, or in 


any Buſineſs, as he hath opportunity he doeth good, - 


all manner of good to al! men and to their fouls 
as well as to their bodies. He reproves the wicked, 
inſtructs the ignorant, confirms the wavering, 
quickens the good, and comforts the afflifted, He 
labours to awaken thoſe that ſleep; to lead thoſe 
whom God hath already awakened, to the fountain 
open for ſin and for uncleannels, that they may 
waſh therein and be clean; and to ſtir up thoſe 
who are ſaved through faith, to adorn the goſpel 
of Chriſt in all things, TTV 
7. He that hath the form of n uſes all 
the means of grace, yea, all o 
opportunities. He conſtantly frequents the houſe 
of God; and that not as the manner of ſome is, 
who come into the preſence of the Moſt High, 
either loaded with gold or coſtly apparel, or in 
all the gaudy vanity of dreſs ;. and either by their 
unſeaſonable civilities to each other, or the im- 
pertinent gaiety of their behaviour, diſclaim all 
pretenſions to the form, . as to the power of 
godlineſs, Would to Gdd there were none even 
among ourſelves, who fall under the ſame con- 
demnation : who come into his houſe, it may be, 
gazing about, or with all the ſigus of the moſt liſt- 
 lels, careleſs indifference, though ſometimes they 
may ſeem to uſe a prayer to God for his bleſſing 
on what they are entering upon: who, dutin | 
that awful ſervice, are either afleep, or erden. 7 
in the moſt convenient poſture for it; or as tho? 


TD ; they 


them and at all 
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they fuppoſed God was aſleep, talking with ons 
another, or looking round, as utterly yoid of em- 
1 Neither let theſe be accuſed of the 
orm of godliseſs. No, he who has even this, 
behaves with ſeriouſneſs and attention, in every 
ob of that ſolemn ſervice. More eſpecially when 
approaches the table of the Lord, it is not with 
a light or careleſs behaviour, but with an air, 
* and deportment which ſpeaks nothing elſe, 
ut God be merceful to me a ſinner. 

8. To this, if we add, the conſtant ufe of family 
prayer, by thoſe who are maſters of families, and 
the ſetting times apart for private addreſs to God, 
with a daily ſeriouſneſs of behaviour; he who 
uniformly practiſes this outward religion, he has 
the form 25 godlineſs. There needs but one thing 
more in order to his being almoſt a Chriſtian, and 
that is, Sincertty. © | | 


(III.) 9. By Sincerity I mean, a real, inward 
principle of religion, from whence theſe outward 
actions flow; and indeed, if we have not this, we 
have not Heathen Honeſty; no not ſo much of it 
as will anſwer the demand of a_Heathen, Epicurean 
Poet. Even this poor wretch, in his ſober intervals, 
is able to teſtify „ 
Oderunt peccare boni, virtutis amore ; 

. Oderunt peccare mali, formidine pena. 


order to avoid puniſhment, 


So that if a man only abſtains from doing evil, in 


+ Non paſces in cruce coruos, 


Saith the Pagan; there, Thou haſt thy reward, But 
even he will not allow ſuch a harmleſs man as this, 
to be fo much as a good Heathen, If then any man 
From the fame motive, viz. to avoid puniſhment, to 
Good men avoid ſin ſrom the love of virtue; wicked men | 
avoid ſin from the fear of puniſhment, 
t Thou ſhalt not be havged, 1 ä 
1 8 | avoid 
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avoid the lofs of his friends, or his gain, or his 
reputation, ſhould not only abſtain from doing evil, 
but alſo do ever ſo much good, yea, and uſe all 
means of grace; yet we could not with any pro- 
priety ſay, this man is even almoſt a Chriſtian, If 
be has no better . in his heart, he is only an 
hypocrite altogether, 5 | 
10. Sincerity therefore is neceflarily implied in 
the being almoſt a Chriſtian : a real delign to ſerve 
God, a hearty deſire to do his will: it is neceſſarily 
implied that a man have a fincere view of God in 
all things; in all his converſation; in all his 
actions: in all he does or leaves undone, This 
deſign, if a man be almoſt a Chriſtian, runs thro' the 
whole tenor of his life. This is the moving prin- 
eiple both in his doing good, his abſtaining from 
evil, and his uſing the ordinances of God. | 
11, But here it will probably be enquired, Is it 
poſlible that any man living ſhould go lo far as this, 
and nevertheleſs be only almoſt a Chriſtian? What 
more than this can be implied in the being a Chri/ 
tian altogether ? 1 anfwer, firſt, That it is poſſibl 
to go thus far, and yet be but almoſt a Chriſtian, I 
learn not only from the oracles of God, but alſo 
from the ſure teſtimony of my experience. 
12. Brethren, great is my boldneſs toward you in 
this behalf. And forgive me this wrong, if I declare 
my own folly upon the. houle top, for yours and 
the goſpel's ſake, Suffer me then to ſpeak freely 
of myſelf, even as of another man. I am content to 
be abaſed, ſo ye may be exalted, and yet to be more 
vile, for the glory of my Lor. 5 
g. I did go thus far for many years, as many of 
this place“ can teſtify. Uſing diligence to eſchew 
all evil, and to have a conſcience void of offence, 
Redeeming the time, buying up every opportunity 
of doing good to all men; conſtantly and carefully 
uſing all the public and all the private means of 
race: endeavouring after a ſteady ſeriouſneſs of 
e at all times and in all places: and God 
is my record, before whom I ſtand, doing all this 
| The Univerſity of Oxford, 


n 


a 


in fincerity; having a real deſign to ſerve God, a 
| hearty deſire to do his will in all things, to pleaſe 
him who hath called me to Light the good fight, and 
to lay hold of eternal Life, Yet my own conſcience 
beareth me witneſs in the Holy Ghoſt, that all this 


time I was but almoſt a Chriſtian, x 


II. If it be enquired, what more than this is im- 
plied in the being altogether a Chriſtian? I anſwer, 
* 1. Firſt, the Love of God; For thus faith higword, 
Thou fhalt love he Lord thy God, with all thy heart, 
and with all thy foul, and with all thy mind, and with 
all thy ftirength : ſuch a love of God is this, as en- 
groſſes the whole heart, as takes up all the affec- 
tions, as fills the entire capacity of the ſoul, and 
employs the utmoſt extent of all its faculties, He 
that thus loves the Lord his God, his ſpirit conti- 
nually rejoiceth in God his Saviour, His delight is 
in the Lord, his Lord and his all, to whom in every 
thing he giveth thanks. , All his deſire is unto God, 
and to the remembrance of his name, His heart is 
ever crying out, Whom have 1 in heaven but thee, and 
there is none upon earth that Ideſire befide thee, Indeed 
what can he deſire beſide God? Not the world, nor 
the things of the world, for he is crucified to the 
world, and the world crucified to him. He is crugified 
to the deſire of the fleſh, the deſire of the eye, and 
the pride of life. Yea, he 1s dead to pride of every 
b kind. For love is not puffed up: but he that dwel- 
leth in love, dwelleth in God, and Cod in him; he ig 
leſs than nothing in his own eyes. | 
2. The ſecond thing implied in the being alto- 
gether a Chriſlian is, The love of our neighbour. For 
thus ſaid our Lord in the following words, Thou ſhalt 

love thy neighbour as thyſelf. If any man aſk, who is 
| neighbour? we reply, Every man in the world; 
every child of him, who is the Father of the ſpirits 
of all flefi, Nor may we in anywile except our 
enemies, or the enemies of God, and their own 
| fouls, But every Chriſtian loveth theſe allo as 
himſelf; yea, as Chriſt loved us, He that would. 
more fully underſtand what manner of love this is, 


may 


* 


may conſider St. Paul's deſcription of it, It is long» 
ſuffering and kind. It is not puffed up, but mak eth 
him that loves, the leaſt, the ſervant of all. Love 
doth not behave itfelf unſeemly, but becometh all things 
to all men, She ſecketh not her own, but only the 
good of others, that they may be ſaved. Love is. 
not provoked\; it caſteth out wrath, which he who 
hath, is not made perfect in love. It thinketh no evil. 
It rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth. 
It covereth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all 
things, endureth all things. Jo | 
g There is yet one thing more that may. be ſe- 
parately conſidered, tho' it cannot be actually ſe- 
ere from the preceding, which is implied in the 
ing altogether a Chriſtian: and that is the ground 
of all, even Fairy, Very excellent things are 
er of this throughout the oracles of God. 
Every one, ſaith the beloved diſciple, that believeth, 
is born of God, To as many as received him, gave ne 
power to become the ſons of God, even to them that be- 


lieve on his name. And this is the victory that over» 


cometh the world, even our Faith, Yea, our Lord 
himſelf declares, He that believeth in the Son, hath 
everlaſting life: and cometh not into condemnation, bub 
3s paſſed from death unto life. | 


3. + But here let no man deceive his own. 


ſoul.“ It is diligently to be noted, the Faith 
which bringeth not forth repentance, and love, and 
all good works, is not that right living Faith which 
is here ſpoken of, but a dead and deviliſh one. For 
even the devils believe, That Chriſt was born of a 
virgin, that he wrought all kinds of miracles, de- 
claring himſelf very God: that for our ſakes he 
ſuffered a moſt painful death, to redeem us from 
death everlaſting : that he role again the third day; 
that he aſcended into heaven, and fitteth at the 
right hand of the Father, and at the end of the 
world ſhall come again to judge both the quick and 
the dead. Theſe articles of our Faith the devils 
believe, and ſo they believe all that is written in 


» Homily on the Salvation of Man, 
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the Ola and New Teſtaments. And yet forall this | 
Faith they be but devils, They remain ſtill in 


their damnable eſtate, lacking the very true Chriſ- 


tian Faith.“ 


5. The right and true Chriſtian Faith is, (to 
go on in the words of our own church) not only 
to believe that holy ſcripture, and the articles of 
our Faith are true, but alſo to have a ſure truſt and 
confidence, to be ſaved from everlaſting damnation 
by Chriſt. It is a ſure truſt and confidence. 
which a man hath with God, that by the merits of 


- Chriſt his fins are forgiven, and he reconciled to 
the favour of God, —whereof doth follow a loving "Da 


heart, to obey his commandments.” | 

6. Now, whoſoever has this faith, which puri- 
fees the heart, by the power of God, who dwelleth 
therein, from pate. dngers NT men . 
teou net, from all filthineſs of fleſh an wit, which 
4 4 with rack wed An Tt both to 
God and fo all mankind: love that doth the 


works of God, glorifying to ſpend and to be ſpent 


for all men, and that endureth with joy, not only 
the reproach of Chriſt, the being mocked, deſpiſed 
and hated of all men, but whatſoever the wiſdom 
of God permits the malice of men or devils, to in- 
fic; of $6 nee has this Faith thus working by love, 
is not almoſt only, but altogether a Chriſtian, . _ © 


J. But who are the living witneſſes of theſe 


things ? I beſeech you, brethren, as in the preſence 


of that God, before whom fell and deſtruction are 
without a covering, how much more the hearts of the 


children of men] That each of you would alk his 


don heart, Am I of that number? Dol ſo far 


practiſe Juſtice, mercy, and truth, as even the 


rules of Heathen Honeſty direct? Have I the 


form of godlineſs ? Do I abſtain from evil, from 
whatſoever is forbidden in the written word of 


_ God? Do I, whatever good my hand findeth to do, 
do it with my might? Dol ſeriouſly uſe all the 
. ordinances of God at all opportunities? And is all 


this done with a ſincere deſign and deſire to pleaſe 


8. Are 
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38. Are not many of you conſcious, . that you 
never came thus far? That you have not been 
even almoſt a Chriſtian ? That you have not come 
up to the ſtandard of heathen honeſty ? At leaſt, 
not to the form of chriſtian godlineſs ? Much leſs 
hath God ſeen ſincerity in you, a real defign of 
pleaſing him in all things. You never ſo much as 
intended to devote all your words and works, your 
buſineſs, ſtudies, diverſions, to his glory. You 
never even deſigned or defired, that whatſoever 
vou did, ſhould be done in the name of the Lord 
- Jeſus, and as ſuch, ſhould be a ſpiritual ſacrifice ts 
' God rounds / OTET 
. Ne you had, Do good deſires and 
good deſigns make you a Chriſtian ? By no means: 
unleſs they are brought to good effect. 6 Hell is 
paved, ſaith one, with good intentions.“ The great 
; 8 of all then ſtill remains, Is the love of 
_ God ſhed abroad in your heart? Can you cry out, 
„ My God, and my all?” Do you defire nothing 
but him? Are you happy in God? Is he your 
glory, your delight, your crown of rejoicing? And 
is this commandment written in your heart, that 
he who loves God, loves his brother alfo ? Do you 
love every man, even your enemies, even the ene» . 
mies of God, as your own foul ? As Chriſt loved 
you ? Yea, doſt thou believe that Chriſt loved thee, 
and gave himſelf for thee? Haſt thou faith in his 
blood? Believeſt thou the Lamb of God hath 
taken away thy ſins, and caſt them as a ſtone into 
the depth of the ſea? That he hath blotted out the 
hand-writing that was againſt thee, taking it out of 
the way, nailing it to his croſs ? Haſt thou indeed 
redemption thro' his blood, even the remiſſion of 
thy fins? And doth his Spirit bear witneſs with thy 
ſpirit, that thou art a child of Gd), h 
10. The God and the Father of our Lord Jeſus 5 
Chriſt, who now ſtandeth in the midſt of us, 
knoweth that if any man die without this faith, 
and this love, good it were for him that he had 
never been born, Awake, then, thou that ſleepeſt, 
and call upon thy God: call in the day when he 
| | \ . wax 
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cCoiul and gracious, long: ſuſfering and abundant in 
Soodneſe a d truth keeping mercy for thouſands, 
Forgiving iniguily, tranſgreſſion and fin. Let no man 
perſuade thee by vain words, to reſt ſhort of the 
prize of thy high calling, But cry unto him day 


God through Jeſus Chriſt : rejoicing in 


* 


may be found. Let him not reſt, till he makes hiv 


*® 


gooaneſs to paſs before thee, till he proclaim unto thee 
he name of the Lord, the Lord, 1 Lord God, he 


and night, who while we were without ftrength died 


For the ungodly, until thou knoweſt in whom thou 


, haſt believed, and canſt ſay, My Lord and my 
| God.” Remember always to pray, and not to faint, 
till thou alſo canſt lift up thy hand unto heaven, 
* 228 wh: 27 liveth, for ever and ever, 
„ Lord, thou Kaoweſt all things 1 knoweſt . 
e 
11. May we all thus experience what it is to be 
not almoſt only, but altogether a Chriſtian | Being 
. Juſtified freely by his grace, thro' the redemption 
that is in. Jeſus; knowing we have peace with 
| rougt | N 
glory of God, and having the love of God ſhed 


dee our hearts. by the Holy Ghoſt giyen 
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